
ADA YARDENI (Jerusalem, July 29, 1937), widow, 2 children                                                    

 

EDUCATION: 

    Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem  1960 Diploma, Graphic Arts 

    The Hebrew University, Jerusalem   1976 BA, Hebrew Language 

    The Hebrew University, Jerusalem   1983 MA, Semitic Languages and Palaeography 

    The Hebrew University, Jerusalem   1991 PhD, Semitic Languages and Palaeography 

 

SUMMARY OF WORK EXPERIENCE: 

    1960-1969:  Graphic arts at the Koren Publishing Company, Jerusalem; mainly pointing the ‘Koren Bible’ 

    1960-:         Book illustrations, calligraphy, typographic work (including the design of font ‘Ada’ and others) 

    1969-:         Graphic arts, calligraphy, and editorial work at Carta Publishing Company, Jerusalem 

    1970-:         Palaeographic research, including deciphering, drawing and publishing of ancient inscriptions and  

                        manuscripts in Semitic scripts  

    1978-:         Research and Publication of Aramaic documents from the Persian Period (together with Prof. B. Porten), 

                    including palaeographical and papyrological work       

    1979-1991:  Research of medieval Hebrew scripts at the Institute for Hebrew Palaeography in Jerusalem 

    1986-1991:  Doctoral student in the field of Aramaic and Hebrew palaeography and epigraphy, mainly the  

                        documents from the Judaean Desert 

    1990-:          Research of Semitic inscriptions from the fourth century BCE to the seventh century CE found in Israel,   

          to be included in the multi-lingual Corpus Inscriptionum Iudaeae/Palaestinae  (CIIP) (with the  

                        supervision of Prof. Hannah Cotton and Prof. Werner Eck). 

 

PUBLICATIONS: 

Books: 

1. Harpatka’ot (Jerusalem, 1982) [Hebrew]; 2004 [English] A-dventure-Z, The Story of the Alphabet).  

2.  (With B. Porten), Textbook of Aramaic Documents from Ancient Egypt, vols. 1-4 (Jerusalem 1986-1999). 

3. The Book of Hebrew Script (Jerusalem, 1991 [Hebrew]; 1997 [English]). 

4. The ‘Nahal Se’elim’ Documents’ (Jerusalem 1995 [Hebrew]).  

5.  (With H. Cotton), Aramaic, Hebrew and Greek Documentary Texts from Nahal Hever and Other Sites (The  

     Seiyal Collection II), DJD XXVII (Oxford 1997). 

6.  Textbook of Aramaic, Hebrew and Nabataean Documentary Texts from the Judaean Desert and Related  

    Material  (Jerusalem 2000)  

7.  (With B. Levine), The Documents from the Bar Kokhba Period in the Cave of Letters II (Jerusalem 2001) 

8.  The Aramaic Ostraca from Idumea in the Collection of David and Jemima Jeselsohn (forthcoming) 

9.  (With B. Porten), Textbook of Idumean Ostraca from the 4th Century BCE  (In preparation) 

Articles: 

1.  ‘New Jewish Aramaic Ostraca’, Israel Exploration Journal 40 (1990), 130-152 

2.  ‘”Sha’atnez Gets” and “Parashoth  Petuhoth U-setumoth” in a New Fragment of a Genesis Scroll from the  

     Cairo Geniza’, Proceedings of the Tenth World Congress of Jewish Studies, Division D, vol. 1 (Jerusalem,  

     1990), 173-180  

3.  ‘Les mouvements de la main et la diréction des traits dans l’écriture Hebraiique’, Bibliologia 10 (1990),    

     377-401 

4.  ‘The Palaeography of 4QJer.a: a Comparative Study’,Textus 15 (1991), 233-268 

5.  (With B. Porten), ‘Three Unpublished Aramaic Ostraca’, MAARAV 7 (1991), 199-219 

6.  ‘Remarks on the Priestly Blessing on Two Amulets from Jerusalem’,Vetus Testamentum 41 (1991), 176- 

     185 

7.  ‘The Script in Two Fragmentary Deeds from the Abi’ur Cave’, Eretz-Israel 23 (1992), 327-330 (Hebrew).            

8.  (With E. and H. Eshel), ‘A Qumran Composition Containing Part of Ps. 154 and a Prayer for the Welfare of  

     King Jonathan and his Kingdom’, Israel Exploration Journal 42 (1992), 199-229   

9.  (With B. Porten), ‘Ostracon Clermont-Ganneau 125(?): A Case of Ritual Purity’, Journal of the American  

    Oriental Society 113.3 (1993), 451-456   

10. 'The Paleo-Hebrew and Jewish Scripts’, in: Catalogue of the Exhibition Scrolls from the Dead Sea,   

     (Jerusalem, 1993). 

11. (With E. and H. Eshel), ‘Rare DSS Text Mentions King Jonathan’, Biblical Archaeological Review 20/1  

     (January/February 1994), 75-78.          

12. The Script of 4Q397 and 4Q398’, in: E. Qimron and J. Strugnell, Qumran Cave 4, V, Miqsat Ma'ase     

      Ha’Torah, DJD X (1994), 21-25; 29-34.  

13. (With Y. Yadin and J.C. Greenfield), ‘Babatha’s Ketubba’, Israel Exploration Journal 44 (1994), 75-101 

14. ‘Maritime Trade and Royal Accountancy in an Erased Customs Account from 475 B.C.E. on the A˙iqar  

      Scroll from Elephantine’, BASOR 293 (1994), 67-78 

15. ‘A Deed of Sale from the Judaean Desert: Nahal Se'elim 9’, Tarbiz  63 (1994), 299-320 (Hebrew). 

16. (With E. and H. Eshel), ‘Rare DSS Text Mentions King Jonathan’, Biblical Archaeology Review 20  

     (January/February 1994), 75-78 

17. (With M. Broshi), ‘On netinim and False Prophets’, Solving Riddles and Untying Knots, Biblical,   

     Epigraphic, and Semitic Studies in Honor of Jonas C. Greenfield (Winona Lake, Indiana 1995), 29-37.  

     (Hebrew version: ‘Al Nethinim Uneviei Sheker’,Tarbiz 62 (1993), 45-54 

18. ‘Palaeographic Analysis’ in: J.C. Greenfield and M. Sokoloff, ‘An Astrological Text from Qumran  

     (4Q318) and Reflections on Some Zodiacal Names’, Revue de Qumran 64/16 (December 1995), 520-522,   

     524 

19.  (With J.C. Greenfield), ‘A Receipt for a Ketubba: Nahal Se’elim 13’,The Jews in the Hellenistic-Roman   

     World, Studies in Memory of Menahem Stern (Jerusalem 1996), 197-208  (Hebrew).  

20.  (With Y. Yadin and J.C. Greenfield), ‘A Deed of Gift in Aramaic Found in Nahal Hever: Papyrus Yadin  

       7’, Eretz-Israel 25 (1996), 383-403 

21.  ‘Palaeography’, in: J.M. Baumgarten, The Damascus Document (4Q266-273), DJD 18 (1996), 26-30,  

     116-118, 138-140, 170-172, 185-187, 193-194. 

22. ‘They Would Change the Dates of Clearly Stratified Inscriptions - Impossible!’ in: ‘Defusing Pseudo- 

     Scholarship: The Siloam Inscription Ain’t Hasmonean’, Biblical Archaeology Review 23/2 (March/April     

     1997), 47 

23. ‘A Draft of a Deed on an Ostracon from Khirbet Qumran’, IEJ 47 (1997), 233-237 

24. ‘Breaking the Missing Link’, Biblical Archaeology Review 24/3 (May-June 1998), 44-47 

25. (With E. and H. Eshel), ‘448. 4QApocryphal Psalm and Prayer’, DJD 11 (1998), 403-425 

26. ‘Two being One? A deed of Sale from Wadi Murabbaªat’, Eretz-Israel 26, F.M. Cross Jubilee Volume  

      (Jerusalem 1999), 64-70 (Hebrew) 

27. ‘Notes on Two Unpublished Nabataean Deeds from Nahal Hever - P. Yadin 2 and 3’, in: L.H. Schiffman, 

     E. Tov and J.C. VanderKam (Eds.), The Dead Sea Scrolls Fifty Years after their Discovery (Jerusalem  

     2000), 862-874. 

28. ‘Jericho papDeed A ...’, DJD  38 (Oxford 2000), 63-89; idem, ‘Wadi Sdeir 2: An Aramaic Promissory  

     Note Dating from 135 CE’, 125-129  

29. ‘Decipherment and Restoration of the Legal Documents from the Judean Desert and the Reexamination of  

       Papyrus Starcky’, Scripta Classica Israelica xx (2001), 121-137 

30. (With B. Porten) ‘In Preparation of a Corpus of Aramaic Ostraca from the Land of Israel, The House of Yehokal’,  

     in: R. Deutsch (ed.), Shlomo, Studies in Epigraphy, Iconography, History and Archaeology in Honor of Shlomo  

     Moussaieff (Tel Aviv – Jaffa 2003), 207-213. 

31. (With B. Porten) ‘On Problems of Identity and Chronology in the Idumean Ostraca’, in: M. Heltzer and M. Malul  

     (eds.), Teshurot La-Avishur, Studies in the Bible and the Ancient Near East, in Hebrew and Semitic Languages (Tel  

     Aviv – Jaffa 2004), 161*-183*. 

32. (With B. Porten) ‘Social, Economic and Onomastic Issues in the Aramaic Ostraca of the forth Century BCE’, in: O. Lipschits 

     and M. Oeming (eds.), Juda and Judeans in the Achamenid Period (Winona Lake, IN, 2006), 457-488. 

33. (With Sh. Ahituv) ‘Seventeen Aramaic Texts on Ostraca from Idumea’, MAARAV 11.1 (2004), 7-23; 111-124; (Hebrew  

      Version, ErIsr 29 (E. Stern volume) [2009], 6-21).  

34. (With Jonathan J. Price) ‘A New Aramaic Dedicatory Inscription from Israel’, Scripta Classica Israelica XXIV 

       (2005), 125-133. 

35. (With A. Lemaire) ‘New Hebrew Ostraca from the Shephelah’, in: A. Hurvitz and S. Fassberg (eds.), Biblical 

      Hebrew in the Northwest Semitic Setting (Winona Lake, IN, 2006), 197-223 + plates. 

36. (With B. Elizur) 'A Prophetic Hebrew Text on a Stone from the 1
st
 century BCE; Preliminary Report', in: Cathedra  

       123 (2007), 155-166  (Hebrew). (English version: A Hebrew Prophetic Text on a Stone from the Early Herodian   

       Period; Preliminary Report', in: (M. Henze [ed.], Hazon Gabriel [SBL 29; Atlanta 2011], 11-29).        

37. 'A Note on a Qumran Scribe', in: M. Lubetski (ed.), New Seals and Inscriptions, Hebrew, Idumean, and Cuneiform   

      (Sheffield Phoenix Press 2007), 287-298. 

38. (With B. Porten) 'Why the Unprovenanced Idumean Ostraca should be Published', in: M. Lubetski (ed.), New Seals   

      and Inscriptions, Hebrew, Idumean, and Cuneiform  (Sheffield Phoenix Press 2007), 74-147. 

39. (With B. Porten), 'Makkedah and the Storehouse in the Idumean Ostraca', in: Yigal Levin (ed.), A Time of Change,  

      Judah and its Beighbours in the Persian and Early Hellenistic Periods (t & t clark, New York  2007), 125-170. 

40. (With B. Porten), 'Two Aramaic Salt-tax Receipts by the Scribe Joseph', Enchoria 29 (2004/5), 55-59 (Tafel 6-7).  

41. (With B. Porten), 'The Chronology of the Idumean Ostraca in the Decade or so after the Death of Alexander the  

      Great and its Relevance for Historical Events', in: M. Cogan and D. Kahn (eds.), Treasures on Camels' Humps,  

      Historical and Literary Studies from the Ancient Near East Presented to Israel Eph'al (Jerusalem 2008),237-249.  

42. 'A Nabataean Inscription on a Fragment of a Stone Vessel', Michmanim 21 (2008), 27-32 (Hebrew). 

43. (With B. Porten), 'Two Become One; A Unique Memorandum of Obligation', in: C. Cohen et al. (eds.), Birkat 

      Shalom, Studies in the Bible, Ancient Near Eastern Literature, and Post biblical Judaism presented to Shalom M. 

      Paul on the Occasion of His Seventieth Birthday (Winona Lake 2008), vol. 2, pp. 733-751.  

44. (With Sh. Ahituv) 'Silver, Peanuts and Wheat, Two Letters Dealing with the Conveyance of Silver and Products; an  

      Ostracon from the Seventh/Six Century BCE', Eretz-Israel 29, Ephraim Stern volume (2009), 6-21. (Hebrew).   

      (English version forthcoming in Festschrift Andre Lemaire) 

45. (With B. Porten), 'Dating by Grouping in the Idumean Ostraca: Six Commodity Dossiers Dating to the Transition  

      Years from Artaxerxes II to Artaxerxes III', EI 29 Ephraim Stern volume (2009), 144*-183*. 

46. (With E. and H. Eshel) 'A Document from "Year Four of the Destruction of the House of Israel" in Whicn a Widow  

      Declared that She Received All Her Rights', Cathedra 132 (2009), 5-24. (English version: ) 'A Document from  

      "Year Four of the Destruction of the House of Israel , in: DSD 18 (2011), 1-28.    



47. (With B. Porten), 'Dating by Grouping In the Idumean Ostraca: The Intersection of Dossiers: Commodity and  

      Persons', in: (eds. M. Gruber, Sh. Ahituv, G. Lehmann and Zipora Talshir), All the Wisdom of the East, Studies in  

      Near Eastern Archaeology and History in Honor of Eliezer d. Oren (Friburg 2012) , 333-360. 

48. (With B. Porten), 'The House of Baalrim in the Idumean Ostraca', (forthcoming) 

49.  'Further Observations on the Ostracon', in: Y. Garfinkel and S. Ganor, Khirbet Qeiyafa Vol. 1 (Jerusalem 2009),  

       259-260. 

50. '12 Published and Unpublished Jewish Aramaic Ostraca Written In the "Jewish" Cursive Script' (Bezalel Porten   

        Festschrift [Leiden 2012], pp.   ). 

51.  (With Gideon Bohak), 'An Amulet for Marian Daughter of Esther for Her Conception', (Joseph Naveh Memorial  

       volume forthcoming). 

52. A General Survey of the Corpus of the Aramaic Ostraca from Idumea  (forthcoming). 

53. 30 Unpublished 4
th

 Century BCE Aramaic Ostraca from Idumea (forthcoming) 

54. Palaeography as a Tool in the Reading and Dating of the Dead Sea Scrolls (forthcoming) 

55. Papyrological and Epigraphical Aspects of the Aramaic Elephantine Documents (forthcoming) 

56. Palaeographic Aspects of the "Jewish" Script – 3
rd

 Century BCE to 140 CE (forthcoming) 

57.  Notes on Formulae and Decipherment of Legal Texts from the Judaean Desert (Meir Lubetski Festschrift  

        forthcoming) 

בעלי חיים וכלים באוסטרקונים הארמיים מאידומיאה, מיני מזונות .58  (forthcoming) 

59. (With Hannah Cotton) P. Yadin 1 (Hebrew) (forthcoming) 

 
  

 

 


